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ABSTRACT

The poligar system was introduced by the Nayakéaofurai. This system was introduced by the Vijagmanauler
his Administrative purpose. Here in Tamilnadu tystem was implemented by Vijayanagar Nayaks oliMadnder the
able guidance of his Thalavay Ariyanayak Madurdie Twhole Nayakedom of Madurai was divided into &2yas among
the 72 palayams the poligar Nerkatten cheval, Rulad the poligar of Panchalnkurichi Veerapandyatklabmman raised
their hands against the British. When the palayaarse

under the control of the British afer the fall ofiysaks and Nawas of Arcot. Those poligars wherdékas the first

freedom fighters in Tamil Nadu.
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INTRODUCTION

The word Palaiyam Means military Camp. The poli§gstem was instituted by Viswanantha Nayak of Madur
He divided the Tamil country into 72 Palayams aadheone was put under a Palayakkar. These palayenesheld in
military tenure and extended their full cooperatiorthe need of the Nayaks. The Palayakkars cellettte taxes of which
one-third of the revenue was given to the Nayakatlurai, another one-third was spent on the expareddf the army
and the remaining one-third was kept for themselVég Poligars rendered military service to thegkifhe English got
the authority to collect the revenue from the Palkkars. The Carnatic Treaty of 1782 gave the Britiee administration
of Poligars. The English forced the Palayakkarpdg the revenue due to them. This provoked theyBkkars and they

rebelled against the British officials.

Pulittevar

The Palayakkars who resided towards the west afmé&iveli was the Maravas and palayakkarars whaeesio-
wards the east were the Nayakas. The Marava P&assmtvere under the control of Pulittevar and thtugu Palayakkars
were under the control of Kattabomman of Panchalarghi. Pulitttevar of Nerkattum seval refused &y phe taxes to the
Nawab of Arcot. Therefore Muhammad Ali the NawalAo€ot permitted the English to collect the taxXeslittevar got the

support of the Maravas and formed a league. Jag®andya Kattabomman and other Telugu Palayakkenes mot in favor
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of Pulittevar. Pulittevar sough helps fue of Hyédirof Mysore. Hyder All was busy in the Mysore wgaaind he could not
help Pulittevar.

The British army under the generalship of Karnatehad towards the south and forced many palaiyarsstimit.
Pulittevar gave a stiff resistance. Pulittevar madealliance with the Palayakkars of Uttumalai, dfdahai, Singampatti,
Vadakarai, and Urkkadu. Pulittevar was also helpgdhe Dutch army. So the British army returnedvtadras. Yusuf
Khan was appointed by the British to wage war agjdiulittevar. Pudukkottai and Thanjavur suppottedEnglish. The
English army under captain Kailed captured Madupailittevar defeated the combined forces at Netkkatseval and
Vasudevanallur. In 1760 the English army under Yifian besieged Nerkkattum seval for three morfsally, Pulittevar
was defeated by Yusuf Khan. Pulittevar revivedshisngth and managed to reoccupy Nerkkattum sBulhis success did

not last long. In 1767, Captain Campbell defeatalittBvar and the heroic resistance of Pulitte\aane to anend.

Maruthanayagam

Maruthanayagam, also known as Khan Sahib, waslalardly birth. He was born in Ramnad district. Hasw
converted to Islam and the joined as a soldienéBnglish army,12 and he fought in the second &i@ravar had a brilliant
career in the military service. He became the contternof the British army. He rendered a wonderéul/ige for which he
was rewarded with a diamond ring. In 1756 Than ISalais elevated to the position of governor of Madand Tiruchy. He
was an able administrator and maintained peacendeuraged agriculture and weaving industry. Hegamportance to the
manufacture of gun powder, Musket, and cannon, KSettib resumed the temple lands and provided fpriae worshipin
the temples. He improved trade and introduced tgvwlary changes within a short period. He reorgeohihis army on the
European model.

Khan Sahib defeated the army of Hyder Ali in 1780the next year Than Sahib was successful agBulgtevar
and his league. The king of Travancore invadednBleli. The Travancore army was defeated by Kharits He concluded
a treaty with the king of Travancore without thermpission of the English or the Nawab of Arcot. Tt&athib had contacts
with the Danish and Dutch companies for supplidgesE activities of Khan Sahib created suspicicdhénminds of Nawab
of Arcot. The Nawab wanted to keep Khan Sahib umiicontrol. Lord Pigot the governor of Madrasereti that Khan
Sahib was kept under the control of Nawab of Arttan Sahib was also directed to pay the reventigettlawab instead
of the British Company. Khan Sahib refused the oedael revolted against the British. He made amamté with Hyder Ali
of Mysore, the French and the local rulers anchgtifeened his position at Madurai. Muhammad Ali, Newvab of Arcot,
marched towards Madurai and besieged it in 1764albCampbell led the Company’s army and attackiealkSahib. The

latter gave resistance to the English but he wéeatked. Khan Sahib was arrested and executed #1176

Kattabomman

(After the fall of the Vijayanagar Empire and thaydks of Madurai, the Mughals established theiresmacy in

South India. The Nawab of Arcot got the right frme Nizam to collect taxes from the Palaiyakarse Phlaiyakars acted
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as petty rulers in their respective palaiyams. Téw@iected the revenues from the people. The Naxf&arnatic was badly
indebted to the English East India Company. In 1fi@Zompany signed the Carnatic Treaty with the&tmand obtained the
collection of revenue. The company appointed ctilecto collect the revenue from the Palaiyakate ®fficials harassed
and humiliated the Palaiyakars. Some of the Pataigapaid the revenue and some refused and relagjiadst the English.
Virapandya Kattabomman refused to recognize thiecaity of the English to collect the revenue. He only delayed the

payment of revenue but also denied topay.

The ancestors of Kattambomman belonged to Bellastyict in Andhra. During the 11th century, Palnsigrated to
the Tamil country. His son Bommu was a loyal setwdrthe Pandya king and Bommu was called 'Kettibaumhsince then

Kattabomman became the hereditary title of thersubd the Panchalankurichi Palayam.

Virapandya Kattabomman son of Jagavirapandya Kewttaian was born in 1761. He was the 47th Kattabomman
Virapandya Kattabomman became a poligar in 1798 whife’s name was Jakkammal and his brother nansdumaaithurai.
Kattabomman paid the taxes regularly and obeyeddhgany’s orders. He identified himself with th&idBritish league
organized -by Marudu Pandya. He assumed the Idd@perkthe rebel Palayakars of Tirunelveli. He dit pay the taxes in
1798. This provoked col. Maxwell who was in chaofieevenue collection. He wanted to put an endhéoeictivities of Kat-
tabomman. Maxwell warned Kattabomman not to joithwihe Palayakars who were disloyal to the Engk&ttabomman

had to pay a total amount of 3810 pegotsa.

Colin Jackson collector of Ramnad wrote a letteKédtabomman asking him to pay the arrears of regeBut
Kattabomman refused to pay the revenue. Jacksote \armther letter to Kattabomman asking Kattabomtoaneet him
at Ramnad.15 Kattabomman decided to meet the tmilend pay the revenue. He and his brother Umgthstarted
with a small army. But Jackson was on tour of Télueli district. Jackson refused to meet Kattabomrat Kutralam.
Kattabomman followed Jackson who was passing thr@igagiri, Sattur, and Srivilliputhur for Twentyhiiee days. Finally,
Kattabomman met the collector at Ramnad. Kattabomwwes accompanied by his minister Sivasubramatie.Riackson
talked with them for three hours by keeping theamding. Jackson tried to arrest Kattabomman butaiamman escaped
with his brother Umaithurai. Kattabomman'’s soldieasised heavy damage to the English. Col Clarkefatakly wounded
and the English army arrested Sivasubramania Pillai

Kattabomman sent a petition to the Council at Madmaenquire into the incident and render justi@evernor
Edward Clive released Sivasubramania Pillai fromudhirapalli prison and ordered Kattabomman toender. Further,
Clive appointed a committee and Kattabomman appdaeére it. The Committee acquitted Kattabommare Tollector
Jackson was replaced by Lushington.

The Palaiyakkars of Nagalapuram, Mannarkottai, Rip¥larpatti, and Sennalkudi join with Kattaboram The
chieftains of Sattur, Kadalkudi, and Kulathur glsim the league. Kattabomman also met Marudu Panfigavaganga and
made a plan for the conflict with the English. Katbmman met the Palayagar of Sivagiri and askeddijmin the league
against the English. Kattabomman met Marudu atrRateri on 5th June 1799%s the British forces were busy in the
fourth Mysore war, Kattabomman strengthened hisiémfce. After the final victory in the Fourth Mysowar, the English

wanted to reduce Kattabomman and his allies. AstRdamkuruchi was situated in an open plain Kattatnan wanted
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to capture Sivagiri fort which was situated at fhet of Western Ghats. But the poligar of Sivagigs loyal to the British
and paid the tribute to them. Lord Wellesley ordettee English armies at Tiruchi, Thanjavur, and Madto march against
Panchalamkurichi. Major Bannerman, the English camaer sent an envoy Ramalinga mudaliar and ordéagdbomman
to meet him. But Kattabomman did not meet majorrigaman and sent an evasive reply Ramalinga mudatjgosed the
weakness of the Panchalankurichi fort with a wideabh in the wall of the main gate, the fort memgub00 x 300 was

constructed by mud. There were only 1500 soldiguard the fort.

The Company’s army attacked the South gate andutinées of Ettayapuram and Travancore attacked o n
gate of the Panchdamkuruchi fort. The army of Kaitaman defended the Panchamkurichi fort under ébhddrship of
Umaidurai. There was a fierce battle between Kattaman’s army and the British army. The —heroésrd patriotism
of Kattabomman’s army prevented the British arngnfrentering the fort. Under the cover of darkné&sttabomman
evacuated the fort and moved to Kadalkudi. Morepgsocame to the rescue of the English. In the fatle at Kallarpatti,
Kattabomman was defeated. He fled to the jungleBuafukottai. Umaithurai and his men were defeg®@hsubramania
Pillai was caught and sentenced to death. The Réardturichi fort was razed to the ground. The folos of Kattabomman

fled and joined the camp of Marudu at Sivaganga.

Vijayaragunatha Tondiman, Raja of Pudukottai sesitahmy to Kalappur forest in search of Kattabomimiéat-
tabomman was caught and handed over to the Brifidfen Kattabomman was captured he tried to endifbidut the
Pudukkotai army prevented him from committing saéci Major Bannerman conducted a mock trial in tres@nce of a
large number of people. The trials went on for Bdogether. Kattabomman never admitted his faultdid not regret. Kat-
tabomman was hanged to death at. Kayathar on 1799. Major Bannerman wrote to Madras that Kattaimam walked
to the place of execution with a firm determinatible faced the last moments of his life with thielprof a hero. The initial
attempt of the Palayakars led by Kattabomman falietivard Clive confiscated the palayam of the relaeld established

direct administration of the company.

Marudu Pandya

Marudu Pandya was born in 1753 at Mukkulam neappukottai. Palaniappa Servai and Ponnathal werpdris
ents. Marudu Pandya was popularly known as Chinaauliu and his elder brother was called Periya MarmdVella
Marudu. Marudu Pandya served under Muthuvaduganttleaar of Sivaganga. In 1772 Muthuvaduganatha ahaas
killed by the combined armies of Carnatic Nawab #rel British.18 Marudu Pandya drove the armiesiasthlled Velu
Nachiar the daughter of the fallen king. In recdigni of his service, Marudu Pandya was appointechiaster of Siva-
ganga. Deeply moved by patriotism, Marudu decidetiberate the Tamil country from British impergii. The poligar
in the southern districts of Tamil country refusedaccept the political supremacy of the BritisheTleaders of Sivaganga,
Ramanathapuram, and Madurai who had a long traditidndependence headed the anti-British allidhees called the
Ramnad league. Marudu took charge of the operaiticthe Madurai mandalam. He sent a number of entmgther regions

and helped the creation of a peninsular confedéracy

| NAAS Rating: 3.10 - Articles can be sent toeditor @ mpactjournals.us




| TheRole of Paligarsin Freedom Struggle A Historical Story 447

Malappan, Singam Chetty and Muthukaruppadevan &edepe leadership of Marudu Pandya, and he fortmed
Dindigul league in 1798. He enlisted the cooperatibGopala Nayak of Virupakshi and Yadul Nayalodfild<ottai. Many
other Palayakkars join the league. When the foMiykore war broke out in 1799, the British withdreweir army from the
southern districts of Tamil Ir - Country. The rebtdok advantage of this golden opportunity anddddhe British godowns
and stores at Mudukulathur, Nagalapuram, and Kor@apala Nayak, Malappan and Muthukaruppadevantesiagainst
the British. The victory of the English in the ftuiMysore war will also give strength to the compamence the British

crushed the revolt immediately.

Marudu Pandya was prepared to face any attack thenBritish. The Rebels won in the battles of Nattand
Tirupattur. Chinna Marudu captured the fort of Medad plundered the military stores of the Englishms and ammunition
were hidden in Kalaiyarkoil forests by the reb&lke rebel leaders wanted to consolidate their gtrewith the support of
the people. They Crppealed to the rulers of Pudakahd Thanjavur not to support to Sivaganga, @adand Ramnad for
getting army and food grains. The rebel leadersiltehe fort of Panchalankurchi and made it thgise. Sevathaiah became
the leader and appealed to the people and Palagakkathe Palayakkars except Oothamalai and Bfayam supported

SevathaiaR®

Collin Macaulay attacked Panchalankurichi fort iteBMarch 1801. The army of Travancore under Veloihi
helped Macaulay. Macaulay made two attempts toucaghe fort of Panchalankurichi. He failed in btk attempts and
retreated. General Agnew collected the Englishe®fcom Madras, 'Arcot, Thanjavur, Tiruchy, and &igul and attacked
Panchalankurichi. In the third battle of Panchatadhi, the British forces stormed the fort and capt it. Umaithurai was

severely wounded and fled to Kamudi. He was giveraan welcome by Marudu Pandya.

In 1801 Marudu Pandya issued a proclamation atchyruA copy of the proclamation was pasted on tegof
Tiruchi fort and -on the walls of Srirangam temgteappealed to the people and allThe communitfjgiat the imperialist
to the finish. Marudu Pandya condemned the suppodkthe British as traitors. The purpose of deelaration was to
call for unity. Many native chiefs joined the stgle against the British and Marudu was able toeodl20,000 men. "The
rebels believed in the mass movement against titisiBrThey appealed to all major castes, the Biahnthe Kshatriyas, the
Vaisyas, the Sudras, and the Muslims to unite tegetnd free the country from European rule. Furthe people of different

castes namely Maravas, Kallars, and Paravas joieectbellion irrespective of their linguistic @cial considerations'?

The rebels drove away from the enemies from theidis of Ramnad, Madurai, and Thanjavur. But beflamg
the British overpowered the rebels and reestaldisheir supremacy. The British got the help Thondai of Pudukottai
and Raja of Thanjavur. But the British attempt éstioy the rebels’ settlement in Kalayarkoil enigtedisaster. The British
deployed many gunboats against the ships of rebbésdestruction of navy and loss of Thondi cama &srible shock, to
the rebels. The English general Macaulay defeataldppan at Abiramam. In the meantime, the Engl@ttige information
about the movement of the rebel leaders in Kalajhldy employing a spy. The British launched a ggvattack on the
-rebels. The fall of Kalayarkoil broke the rebesistance. Marudu hid Jlirnself in the Singampurfierésts. Umaithurai
made a last attempt with the support of 4000 sddié Virupakshi. He was defeated and capturecadaBundu. Marudu
Pandya made a last attempt but he was defeatduodaglirant?
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The British launched a massive manhunt to capteerébels. They even announced rewards over thas hafa

the rebels. Finally, the rebel leaders were cagtwellamarudu, Chinna Marudu, Sevathambi, and Mutaruppan were

hanged to death on 24th October 1801 at Tirupaewathaiah and Umaithurai were impaled on 16theldtber 1801. Thus

a great epoch in the history of Tamil country cdma close. The first organized attempt to defeatBritish was defeated.

This was due to the support of the local princethéoBritish and their military strength.
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